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Parent Child Hostility and Behavior Problems

The topic of social disruptive behavior has been a particularly current issue. I chose this content because I worked as a case manager previously with Child Protective Services. I would develop relationships with the biological family, adoptive family and also the children. 

The studies of genetic influences underlying toddlers with low social motivation, mother-child and father-child hostility and the subsequent influence of parent hostility on disruptive peer behavior during the preschool years (Elam, Harold, Neiderhuser, Reiss, Shaw & Leve, 2014). These studies have shown that the birth mother’s low behavior towards the toddler, in turn makes the toddlers social motivation low. Which predicts how the adoptive families can treat a child with behavior issues due to frustration of not understanding their environment prior to being adopted. A toddler’s disruptive behavior can affect them negatively for their academic, social and emotional future. If the birth mother did not use positive parenting techniques with the child could also leave a lasting negative effect of their socialization process. Positive parenting such as being supportive, offering encouragement and showing affection to the child predicts later on how their behaviors will start. 
In biological families the relation with parent-child can be a shared result of environmental influences and also their share of genetics.
Previous research on hostile parenting has indicated controlling and harsh behavior was also found to negatively affect the child’s social competence (Cabrera & Mitchell, 2009) and social restraint in the classroom (Feldman & Wentzel, 1990). Genetic studies  have examined peer relationships and difficulties with toddler and children ages 5-7. These studies were found to be influenced by their genetics. There was also evidence the same difficulties can carry through to late childhood and adolescence. 
Studies have found that toddlers with these behaviors who are adopted show signs of low social motivation. It showed lower scores for responding to the parent and low levels of child engagement. This can in turn make the adoptive parents develop hostility towards the toddler and it can carry into adolescence. 
This article was interesting to me because of how correct the information seems to be. I have witnessed children of all ages have behavior issues, low social interaction and even self-esteem issues due to the parent-child hostility being present. The parenting skills and environment of the biological parent or adoptive parents can weigh heavily on a child’s development. To me the studies listed in the article showed to match in real life from what I have experienced. 
This quote reminds me of this information. ‘Do not teach your children never to be angry; teach them how to be angry.’ (Lyman Abbot)
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